
Deaconessess at Christ Church InTown 
FAQs 
 
What is a deaconess?  
A deaconess is a woman appointed and commissioned by the session of the church to serve alongside the ordained leadership 
(elders and deacons) in the ministry of the church.  
 
Is this Biblical?  
Yes! We believe this is a step towards greater Biblical faithfulness as our church seeks to honor God and equip all of our 
members for service. Paul calls Phoebe a deaconess in Romans 16:1. He gives instructions for the women (deacons) in 1 Tim 
3:11. In the first centuries of the early church, we know that local churches had developed and were served by an order of 
deaconesses.  
 
Is this in keeping with the government of the PCA?  
Yes. The PCA adopted a study paper at General Assembly last summer with the following recommendation and rational: 

 
For the well-being of the church, the committee recommends that sessions and presbyteries select and appoint 
godly women and men of the congregation to assist the ordained diaconate.  
Rationale: BCO 9-7 presently provides for sessions to recognize the unordained women laboring in diaconal 
work alongside ordained deacons. These women have been given a variety of names, job descriptions, and roles 
(within the parameters of Scripture and the confession), and thus, it is appropriate for sessions to establish the 
role of unordained deaconess to assist the deacons in their labors.  
A way to recognize these women, following training and testing, is through commissioning. Commissioning is a 
general term, used for occasions when people are set apart for a particular task, usually accompanied by public 
prayer.  

 
This is not a step to move beyond the teaching of the Scriptures or the order of our denomination on male-only ordination. We 
are simply seeking to work within our Biblical and denominational parameters to equip and deploy women in our church to use 
their gifts and lend their voice to the leadership of the church.  
 
What will they do? 
The deaconesses will be deployed based on gifting and calling to serve in various capacities. They will work closely with the 
deacons in the ministry of mercy to our members and neighbors. They will contribute their voice and their gifts to the elders in 
matters of shepherding, counsel, and discipleship in keeping with Titus 2:3-5. 
 
With our elders and deacons they will pray, plan and serve so that our church might be built up in Christ, growing faithful and 
fruitful in her work.  
 
What are the qualifications for deaconess? 
1 Timothy 3:8–13 gives the qualifications for deacons, with an aside for the particular qualifications of the women who serve 
with them.  
 
“Deacons likewise must be dignified, not double-tongued, not addicted to much wine, not greedy for dishonest gain. They must 
hold the mystery of the faith with a clear conscience. And let them also be tested first; then let them serve as deacons if they 
prove themselves blameless. [The women] likewise must be dignified, not slanderers, but sober-minded, faithful in all things. Let 
deacons each be the husband of one wife, managing their children and their own households well. For those who serve well as 
deacons gain a good standing for themselves and also great confidence in the faith that is in Christ Jesus.” 
 
The session will be looking to appoint gifted and called women who meet these character qualifications.  
 
How will they be chosen and put into service? 
They will be appointed by the session, trained, and commissioned through the laying on of hands in a worship service. If you 
would like to recommend a woman for consideration for this role, you can e-mail dabney@christchurchintown.org with your 
recommendation.  
 
What can we expect next?  
The session will consider and select an initial group of women to serve in this capacity. After some theological and practical 
training through the summer and fall, we should be ready to commission them into service in late 2018.   
 
What if I have more questions?  
Feel free to approach Pastor Dave or your shepherding elder if you have questions about this process.  


